Changing image of Perl
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| keep a calendar of Perl-events
(mainly for Liz and me,
to keep track where to go)




FOSDEM booth since 2010,
FOSDEM devroom since 2011
OSCON bhooth since 2014
Other conferences (T-DOSE,
NLUUG, FrOSCON, OSCON
Europe, OSDC)



Typical Perl-booth




Negative attitude towards Per|

Beginning of this century, because of
perceived stagnation in development, and
flamewars, and obfuscated Perl, and the
rise of other programming languages, and
other reasons, the attitude towards Perl
became negative.



Stuff | heard and read

| don't like to repeat the things | heard,
the things that people wrote.

“Perl i1s dead” and “Perl is linenoise”
are the sweeter things amongst those.

Less sweet words included corpse, shit, dung,
waste of time, stupid, unable to maintain.



And, at conferences:

“You should not be here”
“I thought Perl was dead”
“Perl? Here?”

(plus a recurring screaming lunatic)



...Sad Wendy...




“Perl sucks at marketing”
Well, maybe It did,
but a lot less now.

We now have stickers, buttons, tuits,
camels, butterflies, brochures, pens,
business cards, books, t-shirts,
wine, and sometimes other stuff.
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How many programming languages
do you know that have:
their own wine
two sets of stuffed animals
SO many stickers
SO many buttons
SO many t-shirts...



Keep calm and Perl on




We need more:

 New books & new versions of great (“old”)
books.

* Educational materials for trainers, training
Institutes, secondary schools, highschools,
universities.

 Articles written about Perl in magazines and
newspapers.

e Journalists at Perl-events.



FOSDEM 31 Jan & 1 Feb 2015
11,000+ attendees, 550+ speakers
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FOSDEM 2015
Larry Wall announces Perl 6.0
Largest room, standing ovation




FOSDEM 30 & 31 January 2016
12,000 attendees, 560+ speakers
28 concurrent tracks, 55 booths




| Iover Perl-booth at FOSDEM
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Typical Perl-devroom
(2015: 85 people, 2016 100 people)




FOSDEM 4 & 5 February 2017
We hope to be present with Perl
Booth and Devroom

r a
FOSDEM 17 #A About News Schedule Practical Q

beer devrooms

open source 5000+ hackers

lightning talks 400+ lectures

Brussels 4 &5 February 2017 ©

FOSDEM is a free event for software developers to meet,
share ideas and collaborate.

Every year, thousands of developers of free and open source software
from all over the world gather at the event in Brussels.

No registration necessary.

NEWS

2016-07-20 2016-07-19
Call for participation Next FOSDEM: 4 &5
We now invite proposals for February 2017
main track presentations, FOSDEM 2017 will take place
developer rooms, stands at ULB Campus Solbosch on
and lightning talks. Saturday 4 and Sunday 5

February 2017.
read more ...
read more ...



OSCON 16-19 May 2016, Austin TX
Tutorials 2 days in 11-13 rooms
Sessions 2 days in 14-15 rooms

5000 attendees, 100 booths, 300 speakers

AUSTIN, TX

EVERYTHING OPEN SOURCE
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In the past 10 years, many of us
worked on aspects that improved

the image of Perl.
» Stopped the flamewars

» Stopped the obfuscated code contests
 Modern Perl

* Lots of conferences, workshops, hackathons
 Books, brochures, articles

* Friendly face, friendly writing

* Welcome newbies



Perl is on the up again.
More jobs.
More newbies.
New projects.



Help Perl. Help yourselves!

Write Blog Present
Hack Vlog Expo Donate
Support Chat Patch



When you write an article/blog,
or make a website about Perl,
at least once write
Perl Programming Language
iInstead of just

Perl

(because of search engines
and Tiobe)



Mithaldu

Excellent blog:

Do your piece to fix TIOBE
or stop talking about it

http://blogs.perl.org/users/mithaldu/2013/08/do-
your-piece-to-fix-tiobe-or-stop-talking-about-
it.html



Perl-booth at OSCON 2016 Austin




So, what happened?

A lot!

People stopped the nasty comments to us.
Really, | haven't heard “nasty” in two years.
Only read it on some websites.

And In writings by some negative Perl people.



This year at FOSDEM and OSCON,
people even said nice things!

“I am happy you are here”
“| always loved Perl”
“I| am using Perl again”
“Compliments for Perl”
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